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Powers represented at the Congress. Soon two groups were formed.
On the one side were Austria, England, and France, and on the
other Russia and Prussia. The fate of Saxony, which had been
too late in breaking with France, and of Poland were discussed
with great heat. But nothing was allowed to interfere with the
festivities. The sovereigns were often so unrestrained that the
servants found it difficult to retain dignity and gravity. A number
of the younger princes grew very lively on one occasion at
Schonbrunn, at a dinner party given by the Empress. 'There
was such a tickling and a jostling/ Ludwig wrote, describing it.
'The King of Wiirttemberg's belly shook with laughter; I knocked
over part of the table, which luckily had already been cleared. . . .
I have never before behaved like this for such a length of time/
All sense of seriousness was lost.

After the theatre there was always a ball, often one or two
different parties. Under such circumstances it was not surprising
that a caricature of the six sovereigns who were present in
Vienna was passed from hand to hand, in spite of the efforts of
the Police to obtain it. Underneath the picture of the Czar was
written: 'He loves for them all'; under that of King Friedrich
Wilhelm of Prussia: 'He thinks for them all'; under that of the
Danish King: 'He talks for them all'; under the Bavarian King:
'He drinks for them all1; under the King of Wiirttemberg: 'He
gorges for them all'; and under that of the Emperor Francis:
'He pays for them all/

At a ball one evening Ludwig appeared in a sky-blue domino.
He went up to the Emperor of Austria and said to him: 'It is
the colour of fidelity/

'I stake on it/ replied Francis.

'Your Majesty may safely do so/

It was precisely in his relations with the Emperor of Austria
that the difference between Ludwig and his father was evident.
One day General Hadik, who had been attached to the members
of the Bavarian Royal Family, paid a special visit to the Crown
Prince to inform him of a remark by Francis I: 'As long as the
King of Bavaria is in Vienna, he will be well disposed towards me;
but I cannot be sure what will happen when he has gone away.
But I can rely on the word of the Crown Prince/

Ludwig was a favourite with the great ladies of the Congress,
particularly when he joined their intimate circles. It was then
obvious that he was more intellectual than most of the other